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Arizona 
The Work is Underway 

• Rollout of Arizona Standards in ELA and Mathematics 

• Regional Centers will Support Transition Work, Communication,  and 
Training 

• Phase 1 and 2 Training 

• PARCC Content Frameworks for ELA and Mathematics released in 
November 2011 

• Arizona Common Core/PARCC Website re-launched in October 2011 

• Higher Education Engagement 

• PARCC Transition & Implementation Institute for Stakeholder 
Engagement 

• PARCC Operational Working Group participation 

• Course Requirements for High School Mathematics Increasing 

 

 

 

 
 



College and Career Readiness Defined… 

 

 College and career readiness is the acquisition of the 
knowledge and skills a student needs to enroll and 

succeed in credit-bearing, first year courses at a 
postsecondary institution (such as a two or four year 
college, trade school, or technical school) without the 

need for remediation.  

 
-- ACT definition, adopted by Common Core 

What is College and Career Readiness? 



45 States + DC Have Adopted the 
Common Core State Standards 

*Minnesota adopted the CCSS in ELA/literacy only 

Note: Montana recently adopted 11-4-11. 



College and Career Readiness (CCR) Standards 
– Overarching standards for each strand that are further defined for grade-

specific standards 
 

Grade-Level Standards in English Language Arts 
– K-8, articulated by grade level 

– 9-10 and 11-12, grade level bands 

– Four broad strands: Reading (RL/RI/RF), Writing, Listening and Speaking, and 
Language 
 

Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical 
Subjects 
– Embedded at Grades K-5 

– Content Specific Grades 6-12 

2010 English Language Arts Standards 



Focus on results 

 

Integrated model of literacy 

 

Research and media skills blended into standards 

 

Shared responsibility for students’ literacy development 

 

Focus on college and career readiness 

Key Design Considerations of the 2010 
ELA Document… 



2010 ELA Document Organization 

College and Career 
Readiness Anchor Standards 

K-5 
Comprehensive 

English Language 
Arts (includes Social 

Studies, Science and 
Technical Text) 

  

6, 7, 8, 9-10, 
11-12  

ELA 
Content 

 

6-8, 9-10, 11-12 

Literacy in 
History/Social 

Studies, Science, 
and Technical 

Subjects 

Appendices A, B, and C 







8 Standards for Mathematical Practice 

– Describe varieties of expertise “habits of mind” that 
mathematics educators at all levels should seek to develop in 
their students. 

 

Grade-Level Standards in Mathematics 

– K-8, presented by grade level with each grade level containing 
work on several domains. 

– Domains often progress over several grade levels. 

– 9-12, standards are arranged in conceptual categories. 

 

 

2010 Mathematics Standards 



1. Make sense of problems and persevere in solving 
them. 

2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively. 

3. Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning 
of others. 

4. Model with mathematics. 

5. Use appropriate tools strategically. 

6. Attend to precision. 

7. Look for and make use of structure. 

8. Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning. 

8 Mathematical Practices 











The Partnership for Assessment of 
Readiness for College and Careers  

 
 

www.PARCConline.org 
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Arizona’s Participation 

Governing Board   

– Superintendent John Huppenthal 

Advisory Committee on College Readiness (ACCR) 

– Tom  Anderes 

Leadership Team 

– Roberta Alley 

Postsecondary Leadership Team 

– Karen Nicodemus 

Educator Engagement 

– Sarah Galetti 

Operational Working Group(s) Participation 

– Content Frameworks / Fairness, Accessibility and Accommodations/ Design  

Assessment Design 

– K-12 and higher education content specialists 

Transition & Implementation Institute  

– 12 member team of Arizona Education Leaders/Kathy Hrabluk 

 



 

1. Create high-quality assessments  

2. Build a pathway to college and career readiness for 
all students 

3. Support educators in the classroom 

4. Develop 21st century, technology-based 
assessments 

5. Advance accountability at all levels 

The PARCC Goals 

19 



Goal #1:  
Create High-Quality Assessments 

End-of-Year  
Assessment 

• Innovative, computer-
based items 

 

Performance-Based 
Assessment (PBA) 

• Extended tasks 
• Applications of concepts 

and skills 

Summative 
assessment for 
accountability 

Formative 
assessment 

Early Assessment 
• Early indicator of 

student knowledge 
and skills to inform 
instruction, supports, 
and PD 

ELA/Literacy 
• Speaking 
• Listening 

20 

Flexible 

  Mid-Year Assessment 
• Performance-based 
• Emphasis on hard to 

measure standards 
• Potentially  

summative 
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Goal #2:  
Build a Pathway to College and Career 
Readiness for All Students 

K-2 3-8 
High 

School 

K-2 formative 
assessment 

being 
developed, 

aligned to the 
PARCC system 

Timely student achievement 
data showing students, 
parents and educators 

whether ALL students are on-
track to college and career 

readiness 

ONGOING STUDENT SUPPORTS/INTERVENTIONS 

College 
readiness score 
to identify who 

is ready for 
college-level 
coursework 

SUCCESS IN 
FIRST-YEAR, 

CREDIT-BEARING, 
POSTSECONDARY 

COURSEWORK 

Targeted 
interventions & 

supports: 
•12th-grade bridge 
courses 
• PD for educators 
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Goal #3:  
Support Educators in the Classroom 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
MODULES 

INSTRUCTIONAL TOOLS TO 
SUPPORT IMPLEMENTATION 

 

EDUCATOR-LED TRAINING TO SUPPORT 
“PEER-TO-PEER” TRAINING 

TIMELY STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT 
DATA 

K-12 Educator 
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Goal #4:  
Develop 21st Century, Technology-Based 
Assessments 

PARCC’s assessment will be computer-based and leverage 
technology in a range of ways. 

Item Development 

– Develop innovative tasks that engage students in the assessment process 

Administration 

– Reduce paperwork, increase security, reduce shipping/receiving & storage 

– Increase access to and provision of accommodations for SWDs and ELLs 

Scoring 

– Make scoring more efficient by combining human and automated 
approaches 

Reporting 

– Produce timely reports of students’ performance throughout the year to 
inform instruction, interventions, and professional development 
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Goal #5:  
Advance Accountability at All Levels 

 PARCC assessments will be purposefully designed to 
generate valid, reliable and timely data, including measures 

of growth, for various accountability uses.  

– School and district effectiveness 

– Educator effectiveness 

– Student placement into college, credit-bearing courses 

– Comparisons with other state and international benchmarks 

 

* PARCC assessments will be designed for other accountability 
uses as states deem appropriate 
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PARCC Timeline 

SY 2011-12 

 

Development 
begins 

 

SY 2012-13 

First year 
pilot/field 
testing and 

related research 
and data 
collection 

SY 2013-14 

Second year 
pilot/field 
testing and 

related research 
and data 
collection 

SY 2014-15 

Full 
administration 

of PARCC 
assessments 

 

SY 2010-11 

 

Launch and 
design phase 

Summer 2015 

Set 
achievement 

levels, 
including 

college-ready 
performance 

levels 
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Key Challenges for PARCC 

Implementation 
Challenges 

• Estimating costs over 
time, including long-
term budgetary 
planning 

• Transitioning to the 
new assessments at the 
classroom level 

• Ensuring long-term 
sustainability 

Policy                
Challenges 

• Student supports 
and interventions 

• Accountability 

• High school course 
requirements  

• College admissions/ 
placement 

• Perceptions about 
what these 
assessments can do 

 

 

Technical           
Challenges 

• Developing an 
interoperable 
technology platform 

• Transitioning to a 
computer-based 
assessment system 

• Developing and 
implementing 
automated scoring 
systems and processes 

• Identifying effective, 
innovative item types 
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Key Challenges for Arizona 
One Voice for Change 

Implementation 
Challenges 

• Transitioning to the new 
standards and 
assessments at the 
classroom level 

• Transitioning the High 
School Competency Exam 
system  

• Significant Shift in 
Instructional Focus 

• Higher Education 
Engagement 

• Budgetary planning 

 

 

 

Policy                
Challenges 

• Accountability 

– Break in Trend  

• College admissions/ 
placement 

• Use of NRT  

• Perceptions about 
what these 
assessments can do 

 

 

 

 

Technical           
Challenges 

• Transitioning to a 
computer-based 
assessment system 

 

Communication 

Challenges 

• Student expectations 

• Parent Engagement  

• Multiple Stakeholders 

• Common Message 

 

 



Understanding of the Common Core State Standards is key: 

– Teacher and student preparedness for 2014-2015 

– Pre-service teacher programs 

– Principal evaluations of teachers 

– Teacher evaluations and the emphasis on student growth and 
achievement 

– Professional development needs 
 

 

What does your staff need as you look ahead? 
 

Please contact ADE for support and assistance.   

We are working toward a common goal and must communicate 
“one voice for change.” 

 

 

Standards Awareness… 



http://www.ade.gov 

• Updated information, links, and resources for implementation and transition to 
the 2010 standards and PARCC assessment. 

http://www.achieve.org/ 
• Achieve website.  Achieve is the project management partner for PARCC. 

http://www.parcconline.org/ 
• PARCC website.  PARCC is the assessment consortium that Arizona is part of.  Arizona is a governing 

state within the consortium. 

http://www.cehd.umn.edu/NCEO/ 
• Here you will find the NCEO briefs and additional information related to assessing our current 

AIMS-A students (1%).  

http://www.corestandards.org/ 
• This site will give you background and additional information about the standards.  Much of this 

same information can be found on the new Arizona Department of Education website. 

http://www.ccsso.org/ 
• Council of Chief State School Officers website.  Excellent link to Hunt Institute and CCSSO Common 

Core Implementation Video Series. 

Websites of Interest… 

http://www.ade.gov/
http://www.achieve.org/
http://www.achieve.org/
http://www.parcconline.com/
http://www.cehd.umn.edu/NCEO/
http://www.corestandards.org/
http://www.ccsso.org/

